
Codex of PLM Openness

The initiative

The joint development of a Codex of PLM Openness (CPO) was
initiated in 2011 under the auspices of the ProSTEP iViP Association.
The CPO in version 1.0 was developed in collaboration with BMW,
Daimler, Dassault Systèmes, IBM, Oracle, PTC, SAP, Siemens PLM
Software, T-Systems and Volkswagen.

�The enormous feedback confirms us that we hit a true nerve of
the time with this topic�, says Reinhold Pohl, co-initiator and
Chairman of the Executive Board of the ProSTEP iViP Association.

This coordinated joint effort of IT providers, IT integrators and IT
customers succeeded for the first time in developing a common
basic understanding on the subject of openness of IT systems in
the context of PLM. For this purpose measurable criteria were
defined, allowing every IT integrator and IT provider in the market
a clear positioning with regards to PLM Openness.

It is the aim of the association to make the initiative known to a
broader public and expand participation worldwide. For introducing
innovations and technological progress faster to the PLM system
environment of the industry, a Codex � in the sense of a jointly
formulated self-commitment � is an important step into the future,
for IT providers and IT integrators as well as for IT customers of
the aerospace & defense, automotive, mechanical engineering
and shipbuilding industries.

ProSTEP iViP invites all players in the market to participate.

Become part of it!

You can view a list of the companies which have already joined
the above mentioned initiative at www.prostep.org/CPO.



The Codex of PLM Openness

An essential element of the CPO is the voluntary self-commitment
of the participating companies in the form of a CPO Statement
which defines measurable Shall, Should and May criteria.

The level of PLM openness is assessed based on the main categories

� interoperability

� infrastructure

�expandability

� interfaces

�standards

�architecture

The Codex of PLM Openness is available in its first version and
shall be developed continuously in the future. All players in the
market are invited to participate.

IT customers can take together with IT providers and IT integrators
a clear position and can express their basic requirements for PLM
Openness, facilitating the agility, flexibility and speed they need
in the further development of their PLM system landscape and
providing investment protection at the same time.

Thus, IT providers and IT integrators receive harmonized,
clearly formulated requirements for the openness of IT systems
and the consolidated findings they need for an innovative product
portfolio. Long-term business strategies are easier to pursue with
PLM Openness. A commitment to the Codex of PLM Openness
does not mean to give away achievements. It means to specify the
conditions for a strong partnership with your customers and third
parties involved. In short: You can strengthen your market position.

The motivation

The term �PLM Openness� refers to the openness of IT solutions
for Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) in terms of efficient
communication (interoperability), integrability (infrastructure) and
functional expandability, as well as interfaces, standards for data
formats, and transparency of the architecture. The more open the
IT solution, the higher will be its ability to be integrated into existing
system environments and business processes. By seeking maximum
system integration, companies want to ensure that they are able
to use their data once it was generated continuously throughout
the entire product lifecycle.

As no requirements, such as legal regulations, standards or
guidelines, have been established to this effect so far, the ProSTEP
iViP Association started this initiative in the form of an open com-
munity for IT providers, IT integrators and IT customers. The goal
is to establish a common understanding of �openness� as a basis
for the future development of IT systems and processes in PLM.

The background is the different understanding IT providers, IT
integrators and IT customers have of this topic and the divergent
approaches in information technology.

The market offer for IT solutions for Product Lifecycle Management
is huge. However, they often cannot be integrated into the existing
IT landscape within a short time. Due to their high complexity, IT
projects run from several months to several years, depending on
the extent of changes. This is not surprising given that the number
of standard solutions, micro-applications and interfaces of
manufacturers is already in the 4-digit range.

The call for this initiative at the ProSTEP iViP Symposium in April
2011 generated large-scale feedback of renowned companies of
the interest groups: In a first �Memorandum of Understanding�,
companies like BMW, Continental, Daimler, Dassault Systèmes,
Oracle, PTC, Siemens PLM Software, T-Systems and Volkswagen
documented their will to establish the CPO.

Soon after, more than a dozen of automotive OEMs assured their
support.



Contact

Do you have questions about CPO? We will be pleased to help you!

ProSTEP iViP Verein

Dr. Steven Vettermann

Tel.: +49 6151 9287 405

Fax: +49 6151 9287 326

E-Mail: steven.vettermann@prostep.org

More information

The CPO for download and information
about the participating companies, current
activities and events are available at

www.prostep.org/CPO.

The ProSTEP iViP Association is an international association
with its headquarters in Darmstadt, one of Germany�s top locations
for science and research. The association has committed itself to
developing innovative approaches to solving problems and
standards for product data management and virtual product
creation.

It bundles the interests of manufacturers and suppliers in
manufacturing industry as well as IT providers, in close cooperation
with science and research institutes, to provide its members with
the long-term competitive advantages that more efficient processes,
methods and systems offer.

The association has set itself the task of providing optimal support
for cross-enterprise and cross-domain communication and
collaboration, making a significant contribution to optimizing the
value added chain in the product creation process, pushing the
development of open, vendor-neutral PLM standards, securing the
participation of key global players, whose representatives are
personally involved to a great extent, and ensuring the interoperability
and quality of software solutions for the product creation process
through the development of standards.

Your possibilities to participate

The initiative is open to all industrial and IT companies, aiming
at implementing, offering or using highly integrative solutions for
seamless data processes in PLM. The ProSTEP iViP Association
established an organization which ensures comprehensive involve-
ment at differing levels of intensity.

Go for a participation in the CPO Community or in the CPO
World. Each single feedback or comment on the CPO and each
CPO Statement will be welcome.

A CPO Core Team manages the initiative under the umbrella
of the association.

The CPO Community is open to all members who want to submit
a CPO Statement.

The CPO World allows all IT customers, IT providers and IT
integrators worldwide to submit a CPO Statement or make com-
ments on a CPO Statement or the CPO itself.

Do you want to become part of it?

Contact us! Visit www.prostep.org/CPO for more information.


